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Protecting, Defending, and Securing the Digital World

Dr. Brett Landry, CISSP, Program Director

Since 2003, The University of Dallas has been designated by National Security Agency (NSA) and 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) as a National Center of Academic Excellence in Information 
Assurance. The Center offers:

•	 A business perspective in training IA Professionals to secure the digital world.
•	 One of only seven universities in the world (and the only university in Texas) designated by NSA and 

DHS to meet all six NSTISSI/ CNSS standards 4011, 4012, 4013, 4014, 4015 and 4016.^
•	 Academic partner with the National Defense University’s Information Resources Management 

College (NDU IRMC) to transfer 9 to 15 hours of graduate credit. 
•	 Authorization to issue graduate certificates on behalf of the U.S. Government for NSA and DHS.
•	 Formal IA certification review courses and continuing professional education for CISSPs. 
•	 Faculty members who have more than 150 years combined real-world IA experience. 
•	 Program Advisory Board that includes top government officials and industry.
•	 Courses available on-campus and fully online so students can combine online courses with on-campus courses
•	 Quarterly IA lecture series open to the public for Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Degree Type Total Hours Core Hours Concentration/Major Hours Information Assurance (IA) Electives

MBA 41* 26 15 credit hours:
•	 Principles of Information Assurance*
•	 3 IA electives
•	 1 Open elective

•	 Cryptography and Network Security*
•	 Digital Forensics Tools and Techniques*
•	 Information Security Risk Mitigation*
•	 Managing Information Security*
•	 Principles of Digital Forensics*
•	 Principles of Information Assurance*
•	 Securing Electronic Business*
•	 Trusted Systems*

* Some prerequisites may apply depending on academic 
background and previous coursework.
† Graduate Certificate courses may be applied to a degree 
program if the student wishes to pursue a graduate 
degree and satisfies The Graduate School of Management 
admission requirements.
^ Source: NSA (http://www.nsa.gov/ia/academic_outreach/
iace_program/iace_certified_institutions.shtml, March 25, 
2009)
‡ Students in the MS/MBA dual program only take 
project and team management once to satisfy both core 
requirements.

MS (Master of 
Science)

34* 13 21 credit hours:
•	 Principles of Information Assurance*
•	 6 IA electives

MS/MBA Dual 
Degree

59 13 MS Core‡

26 MBA 
Core‡

21 credit hours:
•	 6 IA courses
•	 Principles of IA*

Graduate 
Certificate †

16-19 None 16 credit hours: Earns Level 1 NSA Cert 4011-4013 
•	 Project and Team Management
•	 Principles of Information Assurance*
•	 Cryptography & Network Security*
•	 Trusted Systems*
•	 Securing Electronic Business*
•	 Information Security Risk Mitigation*

19 credit hours: Earns Level 2 NSA Cert 4011-4016
•	 All Level 1 Courses
•	 Managing Information Security*


