
The English Department
Here, professors and students study together the poems, novels, 

plays and essays that have formed the great tradition of imaginative 
writing in Western culture.  

We believe that truth exists, that literature can lead one to truth 
and wisdom, and that this pursuit is the proper goal of studying 
literature. We therefore teach the great authors who best exemplify 
the capacity of the imagination to grasp truth. Students and 
teachers both sit at the feet of their common masters, considering 
the philosophical, political, theological and historical implications 
of what we read.

Freshman Year: Exploring the Core Curriculum
Students begin their career at UD in Literary Tradition I 

by studying the great attempts in the ancient world to create a 
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comprehensive understanding of reality—the epic. In Literary 
Tradition II, we investigate how Dante’s “Divine Comedy” and 
Milton’s “Paradise Lost” respond to the classical epic with Christian 
epics. Literary Tradition II culminates in an annotated essay, a 
significant paper on either Dante or Milton. The best freshman 
annotated essay is awarded the DiLorenzo Prize.

Sophomore Year: Deepening Your Views and  
the Rome Experience

In Literary Tradition III, which most students take in Rome, the 
focus switches to drama, the question of tragedy and comedy. In 
Literary Tradition IV, students confront the novel. At the end of the 
sequence, each student writes a short story, his or her own attempt to 
represent a human reality in a fictional narrative. Before your junior 
year begins, choose a poet and read a critical biography on his or her 
works for the “Junior Poet” course.

English Four-Year Plan:

Freshman Year

English 1301 3 English 1302 3

History 1311 3 History 1312 3

Art, Drama, Music or Math 3 Art, Drama, Music or Math 3

Language 1301 (or 2311) 3 Language 1302 (or 2312) 3

Philosophy 1301 3  Theology 1310 3

Fall Semester Credits 15 Spring Semester Credits 15

Sophomore Year (actual schedule depends on when you go to Rome)

English 2311 and 2321   6

History 2301 and 2302   6

Philosophy 2323   3

Theology 2311   3

Economics 1311   3

Language or Science   6

Politics 1311   3

Total Sophomore Year Credits   30

Junior Year

English 3323 3 English 3326 3

English 3324 3 English 3327 3

Arts or Math 3 Philosophy 3311 3

Science or Elective 3 Science or Elective 4

Elective 3  Elective 3

Fall Semester Credits 15 Spring Semester Credits 16

Senior Year

English 4360 3 English 4363 3

English 4362 3 Required English Elective 3

Philosophy Electives 3 Electives 9

Electives 6  

Fall Semester Credits 15 Spring Semester Credits 15
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Junior Year: The Major Begins – Junior Poet 
Literary Studies I: Lyric, commonly known as “Junior Poet,” is 

the first course in the English major. After choosing a major poet 
who wrote in English, you must read all of this poet’s lyric poetry, 
as well as secondary critical literature on the poet’s oeuvre. The 
culmination of this work is the Junior Poet oral exam.

The Kiegerl Scholarship is given to a rising senior who best 
exemplifies the qualities and aspirations of the English major. As an 
English major, you are automatically considered for the award.

Senior Year: The Heroic Quest Achieved
Literary Studies II: Prose Fiction, or “Senior Novel,” comes at the 

end of the English major’s career. You will choose a single novel that 
becomes the subject of your research and senior thesis, a lengthy 
paper that examines some aspect of the novel in light of the critical 
commentary on the work. At the end of the semester, you will 
present your thesis before a panel of three professors and anyone else 
who wishes to attend.

In February of the senior year, you are required to pass a 
comprehensive examination that evaluates your mastery of the 
various parts of the curriculum. You should prepare early for this 
exam, which is taken on two separate days.  

The University Scholar, published by the UD chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa, publishes student writing of all kinds and frequently features 
poetry and fiction by our students.

The Katherine Sorenson Award  is awarded to the student whose 
senior thesis paper best exemplifies the qualities of careful analysis 
and superb clarity that characterized Sorenson’s own work.

The Sister Mary Frances Manning Award is given to an 
outstanding graduating English major, one who throughout his or 
her career has maintained the highest standards of critical ability, 
analytical skills and excellent writing.

The Five-Year B.A./M.A. Program at UD
English majors at UD can earn a master’s degree in English in 

only one additional year if they so choose. See the master’s program 
director in order to explore this option.

Action Items for English Majors: 
• Take electives from different departments to experience new 
 perspectives on subjects that are important to you.

• Pursue a longer research paper under the guidance of a professor. 
 Exploring a subject in more depth can help you to prepare a good 
 writing sample for graduate school applications.

• Explore internships that will complement your study of English. 
 Because UD English majors are able to read and absorb complex 
 information and communicate it clearly and effectively, many 
 organizations are interested in recruiting them.

• Join Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society, if you are 
 invited. Membership opens you up to national internship and 
 publishing opportunities.

Applying Your Interests, Skills 
and Values in a Changing World
Some examples of past English major internships include:

Intern, World Affairs Council of DFW

Finance Intern, United Development Funding

Intern, Dallas Morning News

Journalism & Social Media Intern, Social Compass

Intern, Sigma Tau Delta National Honor Society for English 

Professional destinations of English major graduates are:

Research Technician, Alaska Center for Energy and Power 

Program Officer, Curricular Reform American Council of Trustees and 
Alumni, Washington, DC 

College Counselor, Veritas (Great Hearts Academies) 

Marketing Associate, United Way 

Assistant Stage Manager/Literary Emerging Artist, Lyric Stage Inc./
Undermain Theatre

Editor, Istation 

Editorial Intern, Brown Books Publishing Group  
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