
THE FORUM ROMANUM
News from the University of  Dallas Eugene Constantin Rome Campus at Due Santi

There are people who believe that the ancient Romans actually discovered 
America�long before another Italian by the name of Columbus came along 
to formalize the act. We at the UD Rome campus are dubious of that claim.  
But we do acknowledge and appreciate so many other accomplishments of 
this fair land.  We know that the ancient Romans were prodigious builders 
and lawmakers.  We know that Rome�s Popes have served as the touchstone 
of Christianity for centuries.  And we know that both ancient and modern 
Rome has exerted tremendous influence on world civilization, earning the 
famous tribute: �All Roads Lead to Rome.�  It is in recognition of Rome�s 
ability to change people for the better, and leave behind a valuable and en-
during legacy, that we open this first issue of The Forum Romanum.  The UD 
Rome Program has been making a huge difference in young  peoples� lives 
for over 35 years now, and it continues to do so today.  The goal of The 
Forum Romanum is to follow the activities of UD�s students in their adopted 
city and surroundings, with an eye to how they are changed by their experi-
ence and with what benefits for themselves and others.  Without the Eternal 
City as our neighbor, the Rome Program would be just another study pro-
gram abroad.  Without UD�s dynamic cast of students, on the other hand, 
the powerful message of Rome would simply fall  on deaf ears.  As you read 
through this and future issues of The Forum Romanum, we hope that you will 
come away convinced that the match between UD and Rome is indeed a 
worthy one.
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WHY ROME MATTERS

Dr. Frank Lazarus

University of  Dallas President

Tu regere imperio populos,               
Romane, memento

hae tibi erunt artes pacisque              
imponere morem

parcere subiectis et debellare               
superbos 
(Vergil, Aeneid, VI, 851-853)

And you, Roman, remember to rule 
the people with power (for these will be 
your skills), to establish the custom of 
peace, to spare the downtrodden, and 
to bring down the haughty.

With these words,  Anchises tells 
Aeneas of Rome�s future.  Using 
the same words - though with a 
slightly different connotation - I 
welcome you to this new 
publication from the Rome 
campus at Due Santi. 

Each semester UD faculty and 
students go to Rome to study 
the classical texts and the en-
during ideas embodied in our 
curriculum.  They explore the 
history of the city, they learn its 
culture, and they experience the 
profound influence of its monu-
ments, its arts, its religious ex-
pressions, and especially its peo-
ple. Rome in  antiquity was a seat 
of power (imperium) but also a 
place of compassion and justice 
(parcere subiectos).  It is this un-
derstanding of how power, com-
passion, and justice all spring 
from the same root, that explains 
why the University of Dallas has 
a campus in Rome and why the 
UD education in the liberal arts 
is distinctive, compelling, and so 
necessary in  the modern world. 

Saluti da Roma!
THEY CAME, THEY SAW, THEY STUDIED

By Alison Lytle, Senior Director of  the Rome Campus & 

Dr. Peter Hatlie, Rome Program Academic Director



It is easy to become distracted in the 
Vatican Museums, even pleasantly so. 
Distracted by the bustle of crowds 
and appeal of curiosities.  Or dis-
tracted by the overwhelming display 
of beauty and magnificence.  This 
was precisely the mood that had 
captured UD�s Fall 2005 class on the 
afternoon of November 30th, as they 
left the Vatican Museum�s famous 
Octagonal Courtyard and headed for 
the equally renowned Rooms of 
Raphael and the Sistine Chapel.  The 
Courtyard had put students face to 
face with two of the great sculptures 
of the ancient world�the Apollo Belv-
edere and the Laocoön.  UD Professor 
of Art and Architecture, Dr. Laura 
Flusche, described the Laocoön as one 
of the most influential artistic com-
positions to come out of the ancient 
world.  �For Renaissance artists� 
Flusche explained, �the Laocoön was 
not only a superb piece of sculpture 
in its own right, but it also embodied 
the quality of prontezza, or bold ac-
tion, that they so keenly hoped to 
capture in their own compositions.�  

!Awesome!� was the buoyant reaction 
of one UD student as he and the rest 
of his class began the half-mile 

march to the Renaissance rooms.  
None of the usual crowds were on 
hand to spoil this long but stunning 
walk through some of the Vatican�s 
richest galleries.  Benefiting from a 
private tour of the Museum this se-
mester, the Fall 2005 class had the 
whole Museum to themselves for a 
full two hours.  Thus the mood re-
mained bright and buoyant as stu-
dents moved from one magnificent 
hall  to the next, chatting with one 
another happily, convinced perhaps 
that the Museum was now actually all 
theirs, for good.  

The Raphael Rooms then produced a 
profound change in the afternoon�s 
sensibilities.  Above all, it was the 
dimly-lit and alluring Stanza della Seg-
natura that suddenly drew students 
toward a more pensive and authenti-
cally personal turn of mind.  By the 
time that Flusche had finished her 
insightful and detailed reading of 
Raphael�s glorious frescoes of Parnas-
sus, the School of Athens and  the Dis-
putation on the Holy Sacrament, it was 
obvious to just about everyone in the 
room that something much more 
than an extraordinary work of art was 
on display here.  There was some 
deeper meaning, surely, but what ex-
actly was it?  The almost reverent 
stillness that now enveloped the Fall 
2005 Rome class seemed to tell  it all.  

This composition 
of frescoes was 
nothing less than 
a powerful visual 
representation of 
what their liberal 
arts education at 
UD, The Catholic 
University for 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Thinkers, was 
really all about.  

Another �awe-
some� escaped 
from somebody 
as the group ex-

ited Raphael�s Rooms for the last and 
most marvelous stop on the tour�
the Sistine Chapel.  Students had al-
ready studied Michelangelo�s master-
piece in-depth.  So now they were left 
to reflect upon the Chapel in the 
privacy of their own thoughts.   
Hardly a word was spoken as one and 
all were awestruck with the magnifi-
cence of Michelangelo�s cycle, from 
the Creation through his Last Judgment.
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The School of  Athens by Raphael

The Laocoön
The Last Judgement by Michelangelo

FALL �05 ROMERS 
TREATED TO PRIVATE 
VISIT OF THE VATICAN 
MUSEUMS



FROM RIDDLE TO ROME TO REST:  

A  MUSING ON THE  ROME EXPERIENCE

Dr. Douglas Hadley, Visiting Assistant Professor of  Philosophy

As with the ancient Greek city of Delphi, UD�s Rome campus can be a rather mysterious 
place, full of its own peculiar stock of rhymes, rhythms and riddles.  One of its riddles goes 
like this:  

One might call me a drink, for prophets have slaked thirsts with me.  Or, as Plato, a doorway to all that is 
best.  Aristotle considers me a mark of magnanimity.  Rousseau places me at the center of good education.  
Nietzsche chews me like cud.  What am I?  Slowing down.  And where can you find me?  Why, on the 
Rome campus of the University of Dallas!  

That is to say, one precious discovery to be made here concerns the virtue of slowing down.  I 
myself continually find that I am taking time to stop, to look around, to listen, to extend my 
vision out to these stunning horizons � and simply to allow myself to see.  Remarkably often, I 
find my important professorial self, pockets bulging with �To Do� lists and mind grabbing at 
fading reminders of references to look up, simply chatting with just anyone at the lunch table 
or on the park bench in the sun or along the path taking us hither or thither.  We sometimes 
discuss large issues, sometimes small, but in all cases I have noticed through the course of the 
semester that such a slowing down changes one in a quiet yet powerful way.  We learn to allow 
things to be just what they are � and to listen to them just as they are.  We learn to appreciate 
little things, to value conversations, to look more closely at the people around us, and even 
ourselves.  Slowing down, we improve, we grow in our humanity, for we no longer make our-
selves life�s center.

There is of course a time and a season to be minded here: this slowing down is impossible 
when, for example, papers must be written (or graded!) against deadlines.  But we already 
knew that, now didn�t we?  The UD Rome experience helps us learn something we don�t 
know so well: slowing down brings us peace, pleasure, insight, instruction.  That is, learn to be 
still, and drink thereby from the otherworldly beauty that brings abundant life, indeed.  
Ahhh�Who needs the riddles of Delphi when Due Santi is close at hand.

THE UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS AND THE �DUE SANTI�
The Eugene Constantin Campus of 
the University of Dallas is located on 
the western slope of the Alban Hills, 
southeast of the center of Rome.  At 
sunset, one can see in the distance 

both the sparkle of the  Tyrrhenian 
Sea and the seaside town of Anzio, 
where Allied troops landed in January 
1944 to contest the German occupa-
tion of Rome and its hinterland.

The Rome campus is adjacent to the  
ancient Via Appia, �the Queen of the 
Roads� (Regina viarum), constructed in 
312 BC to support Roman conquests 

in southern Italy and Greece. In an-

cient times the area was popular 
with wealthy Romans.  Luxury villas 
decorated the landscape that now is 
home to UD�s students, staff and 
faculty.    Julius Caesar and Pompey 

the Great had suburban residences 
in the area and antiquity�s most 
famous lawyer, Cicero, had a villa 
about five miles away.

Legend suggests that Saints Peter 
and Paul traveled the Via Appia 
while on their way to Rome, stop-
ping near the site of our campus for 
water.  Therefore the area is called 

�Due Santi.�
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Dr. Douglas Hadley would be 

delighted to receive your com-

ments on whether �slowing 

down� is indeed a largely un-

tapped force in  life, thought and 

education.

dwhadley@hotmail.com



SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW
Katie Mechler, Fall �03 Rome Student 

While wandering the streets of Rome or strolling through St. 
Peter�s or exploring the Forum, the core curriculum of the 
University of Dallas comes to life. This is how I best remem-
ber my Rome experience.  For a year before going to Rome, I 
read the works of Europe�s great thinkers and I studied the art 
of the greatest artisans, but nothing I learned in a classroom or 
saw in a book could have prepared me for the Rome experi-
ence. In the Forum I saw the place where Antony gave Cae-
sar�s funeral oration, while in Greece, at Epidaurus, I recited a 
scene from Antigone. The landscape and surroundings became 
classroom and teacher.

While we explored the past in Rome, we lived in the present. I 
went to Rome in the fall of 2003, and my introduction to Ital-
ian culture - in August - was an experience in itself. Many Ital-
ians take the whole month of August off and travel to the sea 
coast to escape the heat of the cities. Much of Rome seemed to be gone, but there were signs in the shop windows 
reminding us to return at the beginning of September when they would reopen. What a different lifestyle! Nobody in 
the US seems to stop working, even when they are on vacation. 

The combination of past and present in Rome is one of the many things that makes the Rome experience so unique.! 
Learning occurs with each new experience, whether by hearing about something in a classroom and then seeing it in 
person the next day or by sitting in a café and talking to someone new.  Rome gave me a greater appreciation for my 
education, but also a greater appreciation for different cultures. Though I was only in Rome for four months, I am 
now really beginning to understand how much it impacted my life. I hope Rome�s memories will stay with me for a 
lifetime. 

Calling all UD Alums!   We want to know what you�re up to!  If you�re a UD- Rome  alum living in Europe, drop us 
an email and let us know that you�re here.  Where do you live?  What do you do? Do you have any plans to visit Rome?  
We want to hear from you! udallas@udrome.it

SCULPTOR PETER ROCKWELL VISITS THE UD ROME CAMPUS

Sculptor Peter Rockwell is the 
youngest son of iconoclast artist 
Norman Rockwell, but he�s made his 
own fame.  Rockwell, a Rome resi-
dent since 1961, is a renown sculp-
tor. His work is found in some of 
the world�s most esteemed museums 
and among his most interesting of 
commissions was that of designing  
gargoyles for the National Cathedral 
in Washington DC.

Rockwell is also an art historian.  
He�s a respected expert on the artis-
tic techniques of Michelangelo and 
Bernini, and in the Fall �05 semester 
he came to the UD Rome Campus 
to demonstrate stone carving tech-
niques and to give a lecture on Mi-

chelangelo�s methods of marble carving.  The lecture was 
part of a mini-course on Michelangelo taken by some 20 
Rome students and taught by Dr. Laura Flusche.

Rockwell focused on Michelangelo�s unfinished work.  
�Why,� he asked students, �did Michelangelo fail to finish 
so many of his sculptures, such as his famous Slaves, 
meant for the tomb of Pope Julius II?�  The answer, he 
suggested, has something to do with Michelangelo�s 
working method: he tended to start sculptural projects 
without first making models, exploring compositional 
possibilities as he carved.

So, Rockwell  concluded, for Michelangelo the process of 
marble carving was also a problem-solving process, and 
sometimes he quit working when he solved the problem 
he�d set for himself or when figural and compositional 
possibilities were exhausted.
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THE DELPHIC  THEATRICAL

Dr. Andrew Moran, 

Visiting Assistant Professor of  English

The climate�s delicate, the air most sweet,

Fertile is Delphi, the temple much surpassing

The common praise it bears. But most, the burst

And the ear-deaf �ning voice o� th� Oracle,

Kin to Jove�s thunder, so surpris�d my sense,

That I was nothing.  

(The Winter�s Tale, 3.1)

Today the �ear-
deaf �ning voice� heard 
by Shakespeare�s pil-
grims to the shrine in 
Delphi no longer 
comes from Apollo�s 
Oracle, but from a 
tour guide, contending 
with the stenorian 
voices of other tour 
guides, engaged in an 
agon that would have done Achilles and Hector credit.  Dr. 
Peter Hatlie, the Rome Campus academic director, was him-
self an Ajax in this battle, but I feared that our students, who 
were to perform an abridgment of the first half of Aeschy-
lus� Eumenides at the very site where the play takes place, were 
too green for such fierce combat. They were understandably 
disappointed when I said the theatre was too crowded and 
loud, but we soon found a secluded spot at the far end of 
the field where the Delphic games were once held.  After a 
prologue delivered by Shakespeare�s undergraduate Delphic 

pilgrims, the priest-
ess of Apollo, 
Emilie Nelson, 
stood before us, 
praising her Py-
thian lord in a long, 
beautifully deliv-
ered (and memo-
rized) speech. But 
then to her horror 
she found in the 
temple the blood-stained matricide Orestes, surrounded by 
sleeping Furies, �utterly repulsive� women, �with breath that 
drives one back� (though I�m pretty sure our Furies did not 
practice method acting to the detriment of oral hygiene). 
The priestess might be a 19 year old from Raleigh, NC, but 
her Hellenic predecessor, even after an ethylene-inhalation 
bender (the hallucinogen was the likely material cause of her 
gnomic utterances), could not have appeared more dazed. 
She fled, leaving Orestes with his Olympian protector, not 
quite a flowing-haired Apollo, more a bushy-haired one, 
named Bishop Satarino,, with a baritone compared to which 
Jove�s thunder sounds like a 
mouse. He instructed Orestes to 
flee to Athens (where the next 
day at the Areopagus, right be-
fore lunch, Athena let him off 
scot-free) and faced the waking 
avengers of matricide.  There 
had been complaints the night 
before of weird noises after 
curfew in the hotel, and the sus-
picion was that some of the girls 
had learned the properties of 
ouzo the hard way. But in fact 

that had merely been 
the Furies preparing 
for the big show. 
First one, then an-
other, then another, 
and then the fourth chthonic co-ed arose from 
the ground to shriek that their prey had escaped, 
and then the grim sisterhood chanted insults 
against the young god in a Wicked-Witch-of-the-
West voice, all the while lunging and undulating 
in unison. I had been warned that these dramatic 
readings in Greece were sometimes perfunctory 
exercises, with unprepared students sticking their 
noses in their scripts and reading in a monotone, 
but, to the delight of their peers, the faculty, and 
the staff, the students had put on a wonderful 
performance, one that on our first full day in 
Greece set a tone for the whole trip.
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THE ROME SEMESTER:
A PASSING TRAIN       
BEARING PRECIOUS 
CARGO
Steve Bird, �05 Rome Student

The other day I was sitting next to a 

photographer from L.A. on an airplane 

heading down to Phoenix. �Mike,� he 

said his name was as he reached over to 

shake my hand. He told me about how  he 

had spent 

five years 

t r a v e l i n g 

around  the 

world when 

he was my 

a g e . A l-

though we 

did not agree 

on politics, 

war, or even his love life, there was one 

thing in which we both believed. It was 

the value of going abroad, living outside 

of what is familiar, and pushing yourself 

to do intimidating, and foreign things. 

Being a relatively unadventurous person 

myself, the Rome program was the per-

fect way for me to do just that. If you 

want to enjoy it, you have to be adven-

turous. The thing that struck me like a 

sharp slap on the cheek was how scary it 

can be. Think of it: a bunch of twenty-

year-old kids traveling to places about 

which they know almost nothing - neither 

the local languages and cultures, nor the 

system of government.  For someone 

who is, I think, genetically predisposed to 

be a worrier, it can be an incredibly 

nerve-racking experience. But you do it, 

and it is awesome. 

No matter how  scary it gets, you always 

come back to Due Santi�s familiar little 

road, so glad to see those big trash-

collectors and the pizza place interrupt-

ing the stone wall that welcomes you 

back �home� to the Due Santi campus. 

The newfound, and sometimes frustrat-

ing feeling is: �that wasn�t anything to 

worry about� or, �I cannot believe I 

actually did that on my own.�

You do so much on your own that some-

times you don�t even realize you�re doing 

it. The experiences pass you by so 

quickly, leaving you with the kind of 

blurry vision that one gets on a very fast 

train ride. 

The time rushed past me, but I almost 

wanted it to go faster. It does not leave 

you high and dry though, quite the con-

trary. You are left with more than you 

ever thought you would have: a new  con-

fidence and perspective on your life. 

After all, if you can do as little as get 

yourself out of the Termini train station 

in Rome, you can do anything.  

EXCAVATIONS EXPLORE    
BASILICA OF SAN PAOLO   
FUORI LE MURA

Archaeological excavations in Rome al-

most always turn up something interesting, 

but excavations currently being carried out 

in the Basilica of San Paolo fuori le Mura 

(Saint Paul�s Outside the Walls) promise 

even more excitement than usual.  

Working beneath the high altar of Saint 

Paul�s and beneath a stone inscription that 

reads �Paolo Apostolo Mart,� a team of 

Vatican archaeologists have uncovered an 

intact sarcophagus.  Its cover has a small 

opening through which strips of cloth 

were lowered to touch the saintly remains 

housed within. 

Though the Vatican hasn�t yet made an 

official announcement of the discovery, it 

seems likely that the remains of St. Paul 

the Apostle - venerated in this church 

since its construction in the fourth century 

AD -  will be brought to light. 
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THE PAST IS MADE       
PRESENT IN ROME�S 
NEWEST CHURCH

Invenzione.  In Renaissance and Ba-
roque Italy, this word signified the 
artistic imagination and the ability of 
an artist to conceive something new.  
Something new, however, was not 
invented out of thin air.  Early Mod-
ern artists studied the achievements of 
their predecessors in an effort to dis-
cern the rules that governed the mak-
ing of art.  An artist praised as dis-
playing invenzione was an artist who 
knew the rules and could create 
something new within them.

Though we don�t use the word invenzi-
one in the same way anymore, the con-
cept is alive and well in Rome and can 
be seen in American architect Richard 
Meier�s Jubilee Church in the suburban 
neighborhood of Tor Tre Teste.  Con-
secrated in October 2003, after years 
of construction, Meier�s church ap-
pears almost to be made out of light.  
Three huge cast concrete �sails� de-
lineate the building�s form as they arch 
toward the heavens.  Glass walls be-
tween the �sails� allow light itself to 
be the element that defines the sacred 
space within.  At night, light emanates 
from the building creating an ethereal 
presence and animating the sur-
rounding suburban landscape.

Though his church is ultra-
contemporary, Meier cites 
17th-centur y architect 
Francesco Borromini as 
being among the artists who 
inspired his design. Meier 
particularly admires Borro-
mini�s church of Sant�Ivo 
alla Sapienza near Piazza 
Navona for its magnificent 
white interior and its ability 
to capture and direct sun-
light, thereby providing the 
visitor with a transcendental 
experience.  He wanted his 
church to offer something 
similar:

Light is the protagonist of our 
understanding and reading of 
space. Light is the means by which 
we are able to experience what we 
call sacred. Light is at the origins of this 
building... In the Jubilee Church, the three 
concrete shells define an enveloping atmosphere 
in which the light from the skylights above 
creates a luminous spatial experience, and the 
rays of sunlight serve as a mystical metaphor 
of the presence of God...

Meier is more than happy to acknowl-
edge the influence of the past on his 
work.  Though he wanted to create a 
church firmly grounded in our own 
contemporary aesthetic, he also 
wanted to pay homage to Rome�s 
extensive architectural  past.  �With the 
Jubilee Church, we have worked to 
create a new Roman Catholic church 
for the 21st century � a landmark that 
upholds and builds upon the city�s rich 
architectural tradition,� he stated.

The Jubilee church is not Meier�s first 
ecclesiastical building.  He also de-
signed the Crystal Cathedral�s Center 
for Possibility Thinking in Garden 
Grove, CA (2003) and the Hartford 
Seminary in Hartford, CT (1981). In 
1995 he was invited by the Vatican to 
compete with other architectural lu-
minaries like Frank Gehry and Tadao 
Ando (designer of Ft. Worth�s new 
Modern Art Museum) for the com-

mission of the Jubilee Church.  And in 
1996 he was awarded the project, be-
coming the first Jewish architect in 
history to design a Roman Catholic 
church.

The 108,414 square-foot complex is 
not just a place of worship, but is also 
meant to be a social center for the 
lower/middle class neighborhood in 
which it is located.  In addition to the 
Jubilee Church (officially it is dedicated 
to Dio Padre Misericordioso), Meier 
also designed a community center that 
serves as a social, educational, and 
recreational gathering place for the 
immediate area�s 8000 residents.
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Borromini�s Church of  Sant�Ivo Exterior, Jubilee Church by Richard Meier

Interior, Jubilee Church by Richard Meier



LIFE VINES PROVIDES HURRICANE KATRINA RELIEF

At the beginning of the Fall 2005 Rome 
semester, students, faculty and staff 
gathered inside St. Peter�s Basilica for 
one of the first masses of the semester.  
At the same time, in an area of the USA 
that many of our students had just left, 
Hurricane Katrina began its long path 
of destruction.   As relief efforts began 
worldwide, we on the Rome Campus 
asked ourselves how we might provide 
assistance to those whose lives were 
being displaced.   

Ideas began to form and we quickly 
settled on a relief effort called �Life 
Vines.� As part of this initiative, the Fall  2005 Rome class 
agreed to harvest the grapes in the campus vineyard for 
the benefit of those affected by Katrina.  After the ven-
demmia (harvest), the grapes would be sold to local wine 

producers and the proceeds earned would 
be donated to a needy parish in the New 
Orleans area.  

The UD Rome community spent two  
glorious days in the vineyard.  Students, 
staff, professors, campus families and local 
volunteers harvested approximately five 
acres of merlot and cabernet grapes in 
record time.  Our efforts were fueled by the 
knowledge that each bunch of grapes 
harvested would eventually be transformed 
into a financial donation, earmarked for the 
schools of displaced hurricane victims.  Our 
efforts would help pay for school books, 

notebooks, pencils and perhaps lunches.  A total of 
$3,000 in proceeds was raised for St. Anthony�s 
Dominican Parish in New Orleans and these funds will be 
presented to them by the UD Administration this Spring.
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You can still contribute to the Life Vines effort!  Visit the UD Life Vines online store to buy shirts, mugs, and 
other products.  All proceeds go toward Hurricane Katrina relief.   www.cafepress.com/lifevines



ROME CAMPUS  WELCOMES                 
MONSIGNOR THOMAS J. FUCINARO 
AS CHAPLAIN

We on the Rome Campus are 
happy to welcome Monsignor 
Thomas J. Fucinaro as our 
Campus Chaplain.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska (just outside 
of Omaha), Monsignor Fuci-
naro began undergraduate 
studies at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln in 1981.  
After three years there, he 
entered the seminary in New 

York in 1984 and was ordained a priest for the Diocese of 
Lincoln on May 27, 1989.

Upon ordination, he was assigned to three successive 
parishes as an assistant pastor, including an assignment at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Newman Center 
(1990-1993).  From 1996 to the present, Monsignor has 
been assigned to Rome, first for studies in Canon Law, 
and since 1997, as an official in the canonical section of 
the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments.

Though Monsignor Fucinaro formally began duties as 
Chaplain of the Due Santi campus in Spring �06, he was 
already familiar with the program and the campus having 
served as an assistant to Monsignor James Conley,  Rome 
Chaplain from 1996 - 2003 and as UD Rome�s part-time 
chaplain in the Fall of 2005.
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GREECE

The sea was sapphire colored, and the sky
Burned like a heated opal through the air;
We hoisted sail; the wind was blowing fair
For the blue lands that to the eastward lie.
From the steep prow I marked with quickening eye
Zakynthos, every olive grove and creek,
Ithaca's cliff, Lycaon's snowy peak,
And all the flower-strewn hills of  Arcady.
The flapping of  the sail against the mast,
The ripple of  the water on the side,
The ripple of  girls' laughter at the stern,
The only sounds: -when 'gan the West to burn,
And a red sun upon the seas to ride,
I stood upon the soil of  Greece at last! 

  - Oscar Wilde



POPE JOHN PAUL II�S BIOGRAPHER SPEAKS AT ROME COMMENCEMENT

Culture is a 
powerful and 
yet under ap-
preciated force 
in history.  

This was the 
message of 
o n e o f 
A m e r i c a � s 
best-known 

Catholic theologians and public pol-
icy experts, George Weigel, during his 
public address at the UD Rome cam-
pus on December 9, 2005.  

Weigel�s address was the highlight of 
a series of activities bringing the Fall 
2005 semester to a close.  UD�s Fall 
Rome class turned out in great num-
bers to hear Weigel�s lecture, entitled 
�Europe: Reflections on a Crisis in 
Civilizational Morale�.

Drawing upon reflections from his 
recent book, The Cube and the Cathedral 
(Perseus Books, 2005), Weigel con-
trasted the richness of European 
history and civilization (as repre-
sented by Paris� Gothic Cathedral of 
Notre Dame) with the barrenness of 
secularist and relativist trends in 
modern European culture (as repre-
sented by Paris� La Grande Arche de 
la Défense).  

Declining birth-rates, he offered, are 
one of the prices Europeans pay for 
a rejection of past traditions in favor 
of modern trends.  Fewer children 
per European household are proof, 
Weigel said, of a profound cultural 
crisis in European morale.  

The crisis would be utterly dismal, he 
continued, if not for the call to relig-
ious and cultural renewal initiated by 
the late Pope John Paul II, together 
with the re-evangelizing efforts of 

various Roman Catholic organiza-
tions in recent decades.  That work 
must now go forward, Weigel in-
sisted.  

Asked by UD�s theology professor, 
Dr. Joseph Stibora, about exactly how 
young people might contribute to this 
noble cause, Weigel called upon the 
Fall 2005 class to consider careers in 
the Foreign Service.  If a cohort of 
talented and committed young people 
were to emerge 
as a force 
within the For-
eign Service 
some year s 
from now, he 
reasoned, they 
may well be 
able to save 
Europe from 
i t s c u r r e n t 
difficulties.

IRVING AND MARINO ARE SISTER CITIES!

The Rome campus is located in the vicinity of Marino, a city of about 10,000 inhabitants with a wealth of local  history 
and traditions.  Marino�s civic and political leaders change frequently, as one election result gives way to the next.  But 
through it all, Due Santi has always received the warmest of welcomes.  In fact, Marino and Irving have been sister cities 
for over ten years and we�ve honored that relationship with a variety of events meant to encourage cultural exchange 
between UD students, faculty, and staff and their Italian neighbors. 

� Administrators of the UD Rome Campus were pleased to make a formal presentation of the UD Rome Campus and 
its programs to the Rotary Club of Marino:  The aim was to provide prominent associations, businesses, and profes-
sionals in the area with a greater understanding of the scope and nature of the UD program.

� UD Rome students were invited to play with the town of Marino�s C2 Basketball team during the 2004-2005 academic 
year.  Practices and games gave UD students a chance to meet young Italian players and the Marino team hosted a 
send-off dinner for the UD players.

� Marino Mayor Ugo Onorati visited the UD Rome Campus in 2004.

� Periodically, the Castelli International Middle School presents a Christmas Concert on the UD Rome Campus.  

� In Fall  2005, over 30 Rome students and staff participated in the English Language after school program at the Istituto 
Vivaldi in nearby Santa Maria delle Mole.  As part of this language and cultural exchange program, UD students con-
versed with local Italians (ages 13/14 years) about travel, language, culture and the differences between the USA and 
Italy.  The Italian students were also welcomed to the Rome campus for a traditional American brunch.

� In Spring 2006, the English Language program will continue at Marino�s Primo Levi Middle School.

� The Rome Campus administration is active in the Due Santi Neighborhood Council,  which addresses important area 
issues about area speed limits, road improvements and other services in Marino
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ROME IS HOME FOR UD 

ALUMNUS DAVID 

DAWSON VASQUEZ

Dr. David Dawson Vasquez gradu-

ated from the University of Dallas in 

1986.  Since then, he�s earned a Ph.D. 

and moved back to Rome.  On 

Groundhog Day 2006, he took a bit of 

time out of his schedule to tell us 

about how the UD experience shaped 

his life and his career.  In March 2006, 

he�ll share his professional and theo-

logical  outlook with current Rome 

students when he presents a lecture 

on the Rome campus about an influ-

ential Early Medieval theologian, 

Pseudo-Dionysios the Areopagite.

Tell us about your life since UD.

I graduated from UD in 1986 with a 
BA in Psychology.   After UD I 
spent a couple of years working in 
Dallas before beginning studies in 
theology, first at Boston College, 
where I completed my MA in 1991 
and then at The Catholic University 
of America, where I received a 
Ph.D. in systematic theology in 2001. 
Currently I am the director of The 
Catholic University of America 
Rome Program, which is run in col-
laboration with Loyola College in 
Maryland and DePaul University.

How did the time you spent iRome 
as a UD student affect your life and 
your career?

My Rome semester dates back to 
spring of 1984.  And there is no doubt 
that it represented a very significant 
moment in my UD experience.  Dur-
ing the semester I was exposed to 
Italian life and the European perspec-
tive on things. I learned how to think 
outside of the US context. As a UD 
student, it was impressive to see the 
places about which we had been 
studying. To walk the streets of the 
city where much of the rich western 
tradition developed, to see the ancient 
places in Greece, and to be able to 
travel throughout Europe gave me a 
great foundation for the future.  In 
addition, I learned a sense of myself 
that I have never forgotten. When you 
are basically on your own, far away 
from home, in a country whose lan-
guage is not your own, you learn a 
sense of self-confidence and inde-
pendence. Before long, I learned that I 
could show up in a new country and 
find my way around (and find my way 
back) without any trouble. Plus, the 
friends I made in Rome shaped the 
rest of my college career. I still keep in 
touch with many of my fellow stu-
dents from those Rome days, even 22 
years later.

What brought you back to Rome?

Since my semester at UD, I had always 
wanted to return to Rome. I developed 
a great love for the city and the Italian 
way of life while I was here. My wife 
and I visited briefly in 1994; and it was 
very nice to see it all again. The op-
portunity of actually moving to Rome 
presented itself through a series of 
different circumstances. My wife was 
looking for a place in Europe to do 
her studies in philosophy. When it 
became clear that Rome was working 
out as a place to do this, I was pleased. 
The chance to get to know the Eternal 
City again was very welcome. Since 
moving here 7 years ago, I have come 
to a much deeper appreciation of the 

city than I had as a UD student, but 
the seeds were planted years ago.

What about life in Rome do you 
find especially appealing?

There are several things that make life 
in Rome pleasant. The pace of Italian 
life suits my personality and values 
very well. I enjoy the fact that much of 
social life revolves around conversa-
tion, food, and getting to know the 
other person. Spending hours over 
lunch, dinner, or simply drinks is not 
only pleasurable but underlines the 
fact that much of who we are as hu-
man beings comes from our relation-
ships with others. Also, the interna-
tional aspect of the city means that 
there are always opportunities to get to 
know people as they pass through 
Rome for a short period of time be-
tween different phases in their life. 
Plus, as a theologian, the long history 
of Christianity in Rome is a continual 
stimulus to further thought and to 
grounding this thought in the real 
history of Christians throughout the 
years, the way that they shaped their 
city, the architecture, the artwork, and 
the writings of those who lived here.

What advice do you have for UD 
students studying in Rome?

My advice to students studying at UD 
in Rome is the same advice that I was 
given when I studied here: go into 
Rome as much as possible. Every free 
morning or afternoon should be spent 
in the city or visiting some of the 
surrounding towns. An afternoon 
spent on campus might as well be 
spent in Irving. Plus, the more that 
you can learn about the places you 
visit, the better your experience will 
be: read guide books, read every sign, 
talk to friendly people, experience as 
much as you can of your time here, 
realizing that it goes very quickly. Last, 
try everything: find out the local spe-
cialty of the places you visit and make 
sure to order it at the restaurant or buy 
it in the shops.
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CAMPUS UPGRADES ENHANCE ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND STUDENT LIFE

Upgrades to the Rome Campus 
made over the past three years 
allow students and faculty to keep 
in better contact with family, 
friends and colleagues in the 
States, in addition to facilitating 
academic work and professional 
advancement.  These recent im-
provements include:

� Campus beautification and land-
scaping projects continue to en-
hance study and recreation areas.

� A local area network now enables 
wireless access in the Campus 
Center, the Amphitheater, and 
surrounding Piazza for students 
who bring laptops to Rome.  An 
internet kiosk allows access to 
those students without their own 
portable computers. 

� Internet access points for faculty 
and staff are also installed in of-
fices and work stations around 
campus.  

� Wireless printing capabilities are 
available for students who bring 
laptops.

� The Rome Campus Library is cur-
rently being expanded and re-
cataloged.

� Smart classroom devices continue 
to be improved.

� A new campus-wide telephone 
system now features voice mail 
and personalized messaging for all 
students, faculty and staff.

� Security and fire alarm systems, 
electrical, gas, heating and water 
systems continue to be enhanced. 
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Past Meets Present in the Eternal City

T h e F o r u m R o m a n u m
is a publication of the Univer-
sity of Dallas Rome Campus 
at Due Santi.
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 Dr. Laura Flusche
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 Dr. Peter Hatlie
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 Dott.ssa Alison Lytle

Visitors to Rome are 
often surprised and 
excited to discover the 
many ways in which past 
and present live peace-
fully side-by-side, making 
this truly an Eternal City. 
One can sip coffee in 
front of the Pantheon or 
dine in a restaurant built 
atop the ruins of Pom-
pey�s Theater. This graf-
fiti wall, found at the 
Anagnina metro station 
near the Due Santi 
Campus, is yet another 
example of the juxtapo-
sition of past and pre-
sent.  The artist depicts a 
giant sphere that en-
closes the Colosseum 
and the ruins of the 
Temple of Castor and 
Pollux in the Roman 
Forum.



The Eugene Constantin Rome Campus of the University 
of Dallas at Due Santi has a long history that spans some 
of the great events of the 20th century.  In 1990 the 
University purchased the villa from the heirs of Renzo 
and Edythe Kollerstrom Piga, original owners of the villa 
and surrounding property that would eventually become 
Due Santi.  On October 22, 2005, the Piga family came 
back to Due Santi  to celebrate a Memorial Mass in honor 
of Renzo and Edythe.   

The Mass was held in the Chapel of the Transfiguration 
in the UD Rome Campus Villa.  Over 40 Piga family 
members and friends - spanning three generations - were 
present.  This special occasion included both a tour of 
the campus and a formal lunch in Due Santi�s dining 
room, where Piga family members regaled their guests 
with stories of the property�s complex historical past and 
celebrated the continuing friendship between themselves 
and the University.

One of twelve siblings, Renzo Piga was born in Villa-
cidro (Cagliari) in Sardegna.  As a young man, Piga inter-
rupted his study of the classics and volunteered to serve 
in the Italian Military during World War I.  After the war, 
he held various positions in the Italian government, first 
as a member of the Commission of the Italian Ministry 
of Agriculture and then as the Director of Fuels and 
Petroleum.  Various important positions in Italian gov-
ernment and industry followed over the course of the 
1930s-1960s.  Already by the early 1930s, however, Piga 

had become successful enough 
to be able to afford an impres-
sive new home in the southern 
suburbs of Rome.  Together 
with his young wife Edythe, 
Renzo Piga broke ground on 
the site of UD�s future campus 
of Due Santi as early as 1932, 
finishing the project in 1940.  As 
a sign of his good fortune, 
Renzo even planted gold coins 
in the foundation of his new 
buildings.  But this wasn�t 
enough to spare the Pigas con-
siderable hardship during World 
War II, notably during the oc-
cupation of Due Santi by Ger-
man troops later in the war, 
prior to the liberation of Rome 
by US troops and their allies on 
June 4th, 1944.

With the war over, peace and 
prosperity returned to the Piga household.  New proper-
ties and amenities were added to the original construc-
tion, including a swimming pool, an outdoor cooking 
area and a tennis court.  Also in the post-war period, the 
Pigas transformed a chicken and pig stall  into a cantina 
and an apartment for the estate�s caretakers, Signore Vin-
cenzo Romano and his wife Signora Adele Biscotti, and 
their family.  Although the cantina and apartment are 
now UD�s Campus Center, Vincenzo and Adele continue 
to care for the splendid grounds, aided by their daughter 
Rita and their daughter-in-law Filippa.  

Looking back on their father�s eventful career, Renzo 
Piga�s children are rightfully proud of him.  They re-
member fondly the time they spent on the Due Santi 
estate, and they can tell  fascinating stories of the extrava-
gant gatherings and entertainments that went on there, 
with guest lists that included government officials and 
Italian presidents. 

In 1976 Piga�s beloved wife, Edythe, passed away. By this 
time retired from his career in business and government, 
Renzo now spent his days working in his library in the 
Villa, managing his vineyard, and working on the family 
estate.  The subsequent passing of Renzo Piga on No-
vember 1, 1985 left the estate at Due Santi without a 
permanent occupant, until the time when the University 
of Dallas purchased the property and converted it into 
the permanent site of the Eugene Constantin Rome 
Campus.
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RENZO AND EDYTHE PIGA, ORIGINAL OWNERS OF THE ROME CAMPUS, 
HONORED WITH MEMORIAL MASS

Three Generations of  the Piga Family Stand in Front of  Their Family Home



VISIT THE UD ROME CAMPUS!

The students, faculty, and 
staff of the University of 
Dallas Rome Campus are 
always eager to welcome 
UD alumni and friends to 
our home at Due Santi.  
So, if  you�re planning a 
trip to Rome, make an 
appointment to visit our 
beautiful Rome campus.

The Due Santi campus is 
located about 14 miles 
from Rome�s historic cen-

ter and about 2 miles from the charming city of Castel 
Gandolfo, the Pope�s summer retreat. The campus is ac-
cessible by public transportation from Rome.

Check the calendar of events to the right. For more in-
formation see the UD website www.udallas.edu. 

ROME CAMPUS

Calendar of Events

January 18-May 6, 2006

Spring Semester Rome Program

May 27-June 17, 2006

Institute for Pastoral & Religious Studies Summer

June 14-25, 2006

Eternal Cities 2006

July 8-29, 2006

The Greeks in Sicily: High School Program

July 10-31, 2006

Latin in Rome: High School Program

July 10-31, 2006

Shakespeare in Italy:  High School Program

August 31-December 16, 2006

Fall Semester Rome Program 

University of Dallas

1845 East Northgate Drive

Irving, TX  75062!4736  USA
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