
In early February, the Spring ‘08 Rome students packed their bags and boarded buses in preparation for a trip to
the Bay of Naples. The overnight junket, led by faculty and staff, was meant to introduce students to the kind of
educational travel that so enhances classroom studies on the Rome Campus by providing an opportunity to
explore the region’s abundance of Greco-Roman art and history. 

The bus ride to Naples provided a magnificent view of the volcano Vesuvius (see photo above)—a reminder that
the mountain’s eruption in A.D. 79 rocked the Roman world and destroyed cities like Pompeii and Herculaneum.
Once in Naples, the first stop was at the National Archaeological Museum for a visit to its renowned antiquities
collection. Under the guidance of Rome faculty, students spent the afternoon studying art and objects from the
ancient world, in particular those frescoes, mosaics, and objects of daily life recovered from excavations at
Pompeii.

Departing Naples, the group headed further south to the seaside town of Castellamare di Stabiae, where they
checked into rooms at the Vesuvian Institute just in time to enjoy a spectacular sunset across the Bay of Naples.
The evening brought a bountiful meal and a spectacular performance of music on ancient instruments.

The next day was spent in the ancient city of Pompeii. Covered
by pumice and ash when Vesuvius erupted, the city was redis-
covered in the middle of the eighteenth century and is still
under excavation. Again led by UD faculty members, students
strolled the ancient streets, visiting bath complexes, theaters,
temples, political buildings, houses and villas.

A new addition to the travel schedule on the Constantin cam-
pus, the successful Bay of Naples trip was designed to encour-
age just-arrived Romers to fully immerse themselves in ancient
culture. In this way, the weekend experience proved a comple-
ment to classroom work, in particular the curriculum that is
pursued in the first weeks of the Rome semester, when study
focuses on ancient Greek, Roman, and Early Christian history,
art, literature, philosophy, and religion.
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News from the University of Dallas Eugene Constantin Rome Campus at Due Santi

A.D. 79:  Spring Romers on the Bay of  Naples
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WHY ROME MATTERS
Dr. Louise Cowan

University Professor & 
Cowan Chair in Literature

What accounts for the lasting effect of the
Rome program? Why should it place on
students what Donald Cowan, its founder,
referred to as "an indelible mark"?
Perhaps what happens to them is the
shock of finding that in coming to Rome
they have in many ways come home. The
sheer body-ness of the Roman outlook,
viewed in every structure, stumbled on in
every ruin and on every corner, is at first
alien and then grudgingly familiar to them
as Americans, whose national myth is con-
structed on a kind of abstract idealism.

But, as they come to realize, despite its
earthy excesses—probably even because
of them—it was Rome that gave Western
civilization its humanitas.  Something new
was born in Rome—the cooperation of the
human with the divine in moving secular
history forward, always toward the greater
liberation of the person. This is the topic
addressed by Richard Wilbur in his poem
"For the New Railway Station in Rome." It
begins: "Those who said God is praised/
By hurt pillars, who loved to see our
brazen lust/ Lie down in rubble. . . Dig
them all up now, tell them there’s some-
thing new/ To see in Rome. . . . "   It ends:
"What city is eternal/ But that which prints
itself within the groping head/. . . . What is
our praise or pride/ But to imagine excel-
lence and try to make it?/ What does it say
over the door of Heaven/ But homo fecit?"

Man made it. In some mysterious way the
human has a part even in the construction
of heaven. Rome is an emblem of our task:
not only a city, a civilization, but an idea, a
symbol, an incarnation. Marked by the
blood of martyrs, Rome is an enigma and
a contradiction carrying to the world at
large both war and peace. Herself victim
and victimizer, she is the eternal city of
human striving, the emblem of human
urgency and divine patience. And she will
remain until the end of time when,
besieged, battered, declining, reviving,
she will stand to receive her praise and
blame. Dante in his Commedia speaks of
our finally attaining in paradise that
redeemed Rome in which Christ is a
Roman—the heavenly city toward which
we all aspire. Her task on earth has been
"to imagine excellence and try to make it."
Our students go to Rome not for the past,
but for the future.



SPRING 2008 VOLUME 1II, ISSUE 1

WWW.UDALLAS.EDU                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 3

The improvements which are being rapidly carried out, espe-
cially in the neighborhood of the Central Railway Station, sup-
ply us daily with discoveries, valuable, artistically, scientifical-
ly, and geographically.  It may be said that not one, but two
Romes are being reconstructed at this moment—the modern,
with its boulevards, squares, and churches; the ancient, with its
temples, thermae, aqueducts and theaters.

Rodolfo Lanciani,  Letter from Rome

The passage above, written on January 15, 1876 by the
archaeologist Rodolfo Lanciani and published in The
Athenaeum, an English journal of the fine arts, captures the
spirit of excavation and modernization that characterized
Rome in the late nineteenth century. Just six years earlier, the
Eternal City had become the national capital of the newly
united Italy, a position that granted it a political and civic
prestige akin to that which it held as capital of the ancient
Roman Empire. 

As government offices and their associated civic servants
crowded into the new capital, Rome experienced unparalleled
growth—the population more than doubled in the years
between 1870 and 1900 and continued to rise rapidly after the
turn of the century.  Such speedy growth demanded intense
urban development: the city and its infrastructure were in dire
need of expansion and modernization for many houses, roads,
and sewers were at least several centuries old.  Urban devel-
opment was impossible in Rome, however, without conduct-
ing archaeological excavations upon the ancient, medieval,
and early-modern ruins that lay below. Thus, in the decades
following the unification of Italy, a great deal of archaeolog-
ical activity accompanied urban transformation and growth.  

Among the monuments to be excavated and studied in this
time was an impressive tract of the Republican or “Servian”
Wall on the Esquiline Hill.  Running a course of about 100
meters and standing up to nine meters in height, the wall frag-
ment is made of large tufa blocks, some of which still bear
quarry-marks in the form of Greek letters.  Late nineteenth-
century excavators believed this tract to be part of the wall
attributed by Livy (1.44) to Rome’s sixth king, Servius
Tullius (578-535 BC).  Despite the fact that this assumption
has been disproved—the wall is constructed of a type of tufa
available only in the Etruscan city of Veii and the quarries
from which its massive blocks were lifted became available
to the Romans only after their defeat of Veii in 396 BC—its
preservation is nonetheless remarkable.

When, in 1938, the Romans found it necessary to improve
their public transportation system with the construction of a
new train station, the architect, Angiolo Mazzoni, was forced
to contend with this hulking mass of ancient wall and he did
so by building today’s Stazione Termini around and above the
ancient Roman structure. Thus, today, a trip to the train sta-
tion is also a journey through time:  the fourth-century BC
wall stands proudly alongside the modernist train station—an
enduring and exhilarating reminder that the shape and form of
present-day Rome is firmly rooted in the past.

Rome’s “Servian” Wall 

Rome’s Servian Wall as Seen at the Termini Train Station

A Piece of the “Servian” Wall on
Abraham Lincoln's Tomb

Though most people seeking to admire the “Servian” Wall
travel to Rome to do so, that's not really necessary. A small
piece of this 2400 year-old fortification resides in the state
of Illinois, for after the death of Abraham Lincoln in 1865,
the city of Rome sent a piece of the Servian Wall as a gift
to the deceased President and it now graces his obelisk-
topped tomb in Springfield.

The inscription reads:
To Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of
America, the Citizens of Rome have given this stone from
the wall of Servius Tullius, so that the memory of each of
the two very brave defenders of liberty might be joined
together, in the year 1865.
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UD Rome’s first Faculty Lecture Series event of the Spring
2008 semester featured Dr. Guy Consolmagno, S.J., a distin-
guished astronomer and curator of the meteorite collection at
the Vatican Observatory in Castel Gandolfo (Italy).
Consolmagno has degrees from M.I.T. and the University of
Arizona, and his list of career achievements and honors
includes the authorship of five books, research appointments
at the Goddard Space Center, the Harvard College
Observatory and M.I.T., and the discovery of a new asteroid
carrying with his name (called asteroid 4597 Consolmagno).
Consolmagno’s current research is concerned with the origin
of moons, meteorites, asteroids, dwarf planets, and Trans-
Neptunian Objects (TNOs) in the solar system. His address
to students and staff at UD Rome reflected yet another of his
scholarly interests: the debt which modern science owes to

people of faith in general and members of the Catholic cler-
gy more particularly. The title of the lecture was, “Church
and Science: Or, why are there domes on the Papal Palace?”
Consolmagno’s address was full of significance for everyone
in the UD Rome audience. In the most obvious sense, it was
of interest because the impressive domes of Castel
Gandolfo’s Papal Palace and Vatican Observatory are clearly
visible from the UD Rome campus. More significant still, the
very same domes aptly symbolize, according to
Consolmagno, a centuries-long commitment of the Church to
the advancement of science. The best explanation for the
Church’s keen interest in science, the speaker added, is
encapsulated in the biblical passage John 3:16: “God loved
the world so much that he gave his only Son”.
The fact that the Vatican Observatory houses one of the
world’s most advanced centers of astronomical research
reflects the Church’s continuing engagement in scientific
research. But the truth is that the relationship between reli-
gion and science has always been a close and dynamic one.
Consolmagno’s recent book, God’s Mechanics, How
Scientists and Engineers Make Sense of Religion (Jossey-
Bass, 2007) makes a detailed case for the positive and con-
structive role of religion in scientific discovery, today and in
the past. His lecture at UD Rome explored a similar line of
argument, citing a series of historic breakthroughs in science
made by people of faith. “Until the late eighteenth century,”
Consolmagno concluded, “the Church represented one of the
principle catalysts for scientific discovery, not, as some peo-
ple think, a force for slowing or stopping it.”
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Vatican Astronomer Discusses Science & Religion

Scenes from the Spring’08 Semester in Rome.  Students depicted from left to right: Ryan Hawthorne, Cody Wright, David Lopez, Michael Grosso, Michael
Barba, Matt Cardenas, Lyndsay Joson, and Sidonie Blanks 
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Of the three cities we visited on our
journey through northern Italy in the
Fall ’07 semester, Assisi was my
favorite. I felt that at any moment St.
Francis would appear from around a
corner or that I would see St. Clare
coming up from St. Damiano. The idea
turned into a faint desire in the back of
my mind for such a miracle to really
occur, and even though I never saw any
saints walking around, I am inclined to
wonder if perhaps such a thing did
occur and I just didn’t realize it at the
time. 

I walked the main street of Assisi
countless times—shopping, exploring,
taking pictures, and just being with my
friends Carrah and Stephanie, and my
now-fiancé, Paul. Paul had just lost his
passport (in Venice) and he was in a
state of such tremendous agitation that
I didn’t know what to do for him. There
was such a beautiful, reverent quietness
about Assisi but he was unable to truly
enjoy his time there because he was too
concerned about his loss and what it
would mean for the rest of his stay in
Italy and his return to the United States.
In fact, his agitation reached such a
pitch that after dinner I suggested we
take a walk, just the two of us.

We bundled up against the sudden chill
of the night—multi-colored striped

gloves, mismatched with striped knee-
socks, plaid hats, and down jackets—
and made our way in the direction of
the Cathedral of St. Francis. The wind-
ing streets were abandoned at that time
of night, and our fancy led us on a
meandering and deserted course. We
ended up close to the great fortress
overlooking Assisi, and as we crested
the last hill, I gasped. 

What were we seeing?  Were these low,
white clouds, or was it the Milky Way?
Should I even try to locate familiar con-
stellations among so many thousands of
stars? Above the town, between Assisi
and the fortress, Paul and I had come
across a flat, open ground that was lit-
tered with cars—and the most glorious
view of the stars I had witnessed during
the entire semester.

I danced away from my escort into the
darkness, reveling in the beauty above
me. The sky was black as pitch with
pinholes punched into it by some great
god—no, an amazing, creative, master-
ful God. I felt my spirit lift and give a
great shout of joy as it gazed upon this
part of Creation. 

For the first time, I understood com-
pletely the passage of Scripture that
says, “The earth declares the glory of
God and the skies proclaim the works

of his hands.” In that moment, I under-
stood that miracles don’t actually have
to happen right in front of our eyes in
order to be enjoyed and revered, which
reminded me of Francis and Clare.
Their lives in Assisi were meant to
bless everyone who heard about them,
just as the sky at night was meant to
bless everyone who looked upon it
even once. These saints led lives of
peace and love, wholly devoted to God,
and that nighttime sky inspired joyous
rapture and a desire to praise God when
I looked upon it.
              
As I continued gazing upon that glori-
ousness of countless little galaxies mil-
lions or billions of miles away and felt
the quiet peace of those saints flood
over me, I saw that Paul was looking up
as well, distracted from his worries at
last. 

Assisian Sky by Ashley Parker, Rome Student, Fall ‘07

Calling All UD
Rome Alums!

If you’re a UD Rome alum, we’d love
to hear about your Rome experience.
Did your time in Rome change you
personally or professionally? 

Email us at udallas@udrome.it and
tell us your story.  We want to hear
from you!  
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Irving & Marino: 
A Sister-City Initiative

On 14 February, over 40 Spring Romers took their seats in
the Marino City Hall alongside Mayor Adriano Palozzi and
the Marino City Council.  They were there for an afternoon
of conversation that covered such topics as the challenges
facing the city of Marino, Italian and American politics, the
ideas and needs of young citizens, and the benefits of inter-
cultural communication. The event took place in association
with Sister Cities International, an organization that brings
cities together in the name of promoting better internation-
al understanding and cultural exchange.

In his address to UD students, Mayor Paolozzi remarked,
"We are very pleased that we have once again been able to
reconnect with the University of Dallas. We feel it is bene-
ficial for UD students to be able to get to know the territo-
ry, traditions and people of the city of Marino, in addition to
the people and sites of Rome. It is our hope that this expe-
rience will not be an isolated one, but rather one that will
accompany UD students in future endeavors. We hope to be
able to offer each group of students who come to study at

the UD Campus in Marino the same opportunity to get to
know us and our historic city."

Students were outgoing and were interested in all that the
Mayor had to say—they took the opportunity to ask the him
and his staff of advisors questions about Italian politics, the
recent resignation of the Italian prime minister, cultural dif-
ferences, complications regarding urban planning in historic
centers and government budgets. Also under discussion
were Italian views of the US primary elections.

Among those Marino City Officials in attendance at the
meeting were the President of the City Council, Umberto
Minotti; the Council Treasurer, Marco Ottaviani; and the
City Council Executive Director, Paolo Cortesini. Ottaviani
and Cortesini, along with Council Regional Administrator
Stefano Cecchi, recently visited Irving, Texas for a Sister
Cities meeting, and in the Fall 2007 visited the University
of Dallas and met students in their Italian language class at
UD with Professoressa Zocchi.

The visit with the Mayor and his delegation was accompa-
nied by a full day of activities sponsored by the City of
Marino: a guided bus tour through all the districts in the ter-
ritory of Marino, walking tours on the Ancient Appian Way
and in the historic center of Marino, and a private visit to the
beautiful Marino Civic Museum, all led by archaeologist
and Director of Marino Civic Museum, Alessandro Bedetti. 

At the end of this eventful day, UD students joined distin-
guished members of the City Council in a local Marino
restaurant, where they happily indulged in a huge five-
course Italian meal.  It may have been the biggest and
longest Italian meal they will ever have!

The day was organized by and led by Council Regional
Administrator Stefano Cecchi in conjunction with Alison
Lytle and Peter Hatlie, and marks one of the many success-
ful Sister Cities initiatives between the University of Dallas
and the City of Marino in the past two years. The cities of
Irving and Marino have been Sister Cities since 1991.

Dr. Peter Hatlie & Mrs. Alison Lytle with the Mayor of Marino

Spring ‘08 Romers Visiting the Marino City Hall
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Four spectacular hills and one smaller “saddle” frame the
landscape of modern Athens today, just as they have for over
three millennia in this most historic of Greek cities.  The
four great hills of Athens are the Acropolis, the Hill of the
Muses, the Pnyx and Mount Lykabbetos, and each is
crowned with a distinctive monument from the past.  By
contrast, Athens’ shorter fifth hill—called the Areopagus or
“Hill of Ares”— has had no notable buildings on it for three
centuries. It is a rather barren place, actually, more a mound,
perch or saddle than a real hill. And yet, as UD Rome stu-
dents discover each semester on their academic trip to
Athens, UD’s core curriculum has everything to do with the
wind-swept Areopagus, as no other place in the city offers a
grander stage from which to soak in the city’s eventful his-
tory.

No other panorama of Athens is quite as complete and unob-
structed as that which one enjoys from the Areopagus. This
is because it always was and still is geographically central to
all the city’s important landmarks.  Centuries of Athenian
history took that geographic centrality and transformed the
Areopagus into a major political, religious and cultural land-
mark in its own right.  

Ancient myth located the great homicide trials of the divine
Ares and the mad Orestes on this hill.  Early Athenian histo-
ry made it the home of an influential aristocratic council
whose powers included prosecuting heinous crimes and
safeguarding the city’s laws and traditions.  When St. Paul
visited Athens during 51-2 A.D, his preaching caused
enough unrest that he was summoned by the very same
Council to defend his revolutionary teachings. Ascending
the hill (via a series of ancient steps that are still preserved
today) he was confronted with one of the oldest centers of
local political life, on the one hand, and surrounded by a vir-
tual assembly of pagan gods, on the other. Shrines to the

Furies and to Athena “the Furious” decorated the hill in the
age of St. Paul. Statues to Pluto, Hermes and the Mother-
goddess Gaia also stood nearby.

In the end, St. Paul had little success against this great bul-
wark of the past, winning only a handful of converts. Yet
with the triumph of Christianity his missionary work was
remembered.  By the 7th century a church in honor of St.
Dionysius—Paul’s first convert and the city’s first Christian
martyr and bishop—stood on the very spot where the apos-
tle had addressed the Council. Nearby, according to tradition
that lasted well into the 19th century, was a deep cut in the
rock called “Paul’s Well”, marking the place where he took
refuge to escape his own premature martyrdom.

All of these historical moments come together to make a
visit to the Areopagus a deeply significant experience. For
students of ancient tragedy, there is Aeschylus’ representa-
tion of the trial of Orestes to reenact. For political philoso-
phers, Aristotle’s analysis of the role of the Council within
the Athenian constitution finds its beginnings. Historians
will remember that Herodotus’ dramatic description of the
Persian siege of the Acropolis in 480 BC starts on the
Areopagus. Finally, the Areopagus was the setting of St.
Paul’s remarkable speech to the Athenians (Acts 17: 22-34),
which modern theologians characterize as a breakthrough in
Christian apologetics, not to mention an important source of
reflection and inspiration for all Christians, yesterday and
today.

If none of these textual experiences moves the visitor, then
it should be said that the view of modern Athens from the
Areopagus is simply exhilarating. The drama and passion of
one of the world’s great cities—3500 years old, with a mod-
ern population of four million inhabitants and counting—lay
pulsating below.

THE AREOPAGUS:  The Oldest Saddle in Athens

UD Rome Students (Fall ‘06) give a dramatic reading on the Areopagus in Athens
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Pick up any guidebook to the city of Rome and you will like-
ly find a claim that you, a tourist, can experience real Italian
culture simply by following the instructions within.  The
problem, however, is that even a family-run trattoria fre-
quented by locals is sure to lose much of its authentic charm
after thousands of guidebook-carrying-tourists have descend-
ed upon it. As a result, in our world of mass tourism, it can be
difficult for visitors to get at the heart of real Italian culture.
There are the limits of language, there are a variety of cultur-
al barriers, and—for most visitors—there is simply a lack of
time.  

So, how can the average visitor avoid tourist traps and enjoy
a true Italian experience?  One way to do so is through sport.
Italy is undeniably a nation obsessed with calcio (soccer):  the
typical Italian reads a sports daily while enjoying a cappucci-
no and a cornetto each morning, and weekends are carefully
planned to accommodate matches played by the particular
soccer club that one’s family has supported for generations.
And while Italy’s cultural and geographical differences are
reflected in undying enthusiasm for local teams like A.S.
Roma, Napoli, Inter Milan, and Fiorentina, when it comes to
the Azzuri—the Italian national team—the nation is wholly
united in its support.

Accordingly, attendance at a ninety minute calcio match
immediately ushers one into the heart of Italy.  For an hour
and a half, you can give up on being a mere tourist and
instead find yourself standing shoulder to shoulder with
everyday Italians who are in their real element.  While such
an activity involves straying from the comfortable world of
Saint Peter’s Basilica and the Colosseum, the insight that it
provides into Italian culture is well worth the short journey
north to the Stadio Olimpico.

Because Rome’s stadium is not located on the city’s much
traveled metros, getting there requires hopping a city bus or
tram.  Once aboard, it is immediately clear that this trip will
be significantly different than the typical guidebook-led
tourist-jaunt through the historic city center. As familiar mon-
uments and foreigners disappear, Italian emerges as the sole
language being spoken.  Everyone, from well-dressed older
gentleman to loud groups of teenagers, is wearing il gial-
lorosso (the yellow and red colors of the A.S. Roma team).
The anticipation and excitement only intensify as one enters
the stadium amidst the sights and sounds of an arena filled
with calcio-crazed supporters.  Fans fervently wave banners
and flags and join with thousands of others in coordinated
chants and songs.  Despite their obvious passion, even the
most dedicated A.S. Roma fans will pause while singing their

team’s pre-game anthem “Roma Roma Roma” to encourage
visitors to stand up and sing along with them. 

On the field, the game is sublime and beautiful.  Superstars
Ludovic Giuly and Alessandro Mancini effortlessly pass the
ball through the midfield towards their opponents’ goal as the
fervor in the stands begins to build.  When Francesco Totti,
A.S. Roma’s captain, strikes a rocket shot that blazes past the
opposing goalkeeper and into the top corner of the net, the
stadium literally explodes in celebration: flares ignite, flash-
bulbs illuminate, and the noise level escalates to the point that
children are forced to cover their ears or leave their seats.
This is the infectious spirit of generosity and enthusiasm that
is obvious at an Italian soccer game.  It is also certainly found
in daily Italian life from the stranger who gives you direc-
tions, to the respect which young Romans show to the elder-
ly on Rome's busy streets.  It is this energy that makes living
and working in Italy truly enjoyable.

So what is the average tourist to do if presented with the
chance to spend a few days in Rome?  Should they be satis-
fied with the idealized guidebook version of the city, or
instead search out the “real” Rome?  The fact is that Italy has
so much more to offer than most tourists ever realize.  Italy is
well known for its good food, of course.  Yet some of the most
delicious and authentic meals one will ever have are not to be
found in touristy areas, but rather to be enjoyed in small
towns and secluded urban neighbor-
hoods. 

The same goes for sight-
seeing.  Roman
ruins and
museums are
i m p r e s s i v e ,
indeed!  But
for an authen-
tic contempo-
rary Italian
e x p e r i e n c e ,
leave the guide-
book behind.
Instead, head
north of the city to
the Stadio Olimpico
and watch a ninety-
minute calcio match and
observe all the excitement,
kindness, and passion that per-
meate modern Italian culture.

A Ninety-Minute Cultural Experience
by Ryan Reedy, Rome Coordinator 2007-08


