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THE FORUM ROMANUM 

News from the University of Dallas Eugene Constantin Rome Campus at Due Santi 

Why Rome Matters 
Dr. Jonathan J. Sanford,  

Dean of  the Constantin College of  Liberal Arts, Professor of  Philosophy 
There was a time near the end of my second year in 
high school when I decided that Rome did not matter 
all that much.  Though I’m ashamed now of my soph-
omorism, I rationalized then that since I had just fin-
ished my fourth year of Latin and hoped to be either a 
novelist or professional baseball player, preferably 
both, there was simply not much to be gained from 
further studies of Rome of the past or the present.  I 
saw little point in learning more about Rome, its an-
cient language, its historical significance throughout 
the history of Western civilization, and, though an 
admirer of John Paul II who was pope at that time, I 
had yet to appreciate the significance of Rome as the 
spiritual center of the Catholic Church. 
 
Four years later I found myself in the second year of a 
four-year interdisciplinary program in which I read, 
together with a small group of fellow travelers within 
a relatively large Jesuit university, works of antiquity 
in their original languages. I still dreamed of being a 
novelist, but had put away my ball glove and taken up 
an oar for the crew team.  I still, to be sure, had soph-
omoric temptations, but at least I had outgrown my 
unhealthy exhaustion with the old, having discovered 
what excites every eager student of classics: new 
ways of seeing and understanding the world that sur-
rounds us through serious engagement with the 
thoughts of our ancients.  I longed to visit not just 
Rome, but Athens, and not just those cities but many 
other sites in Italy and Greece.   

Some of that longing came to fulfillment when in 
2000, while writing my dissertation, I was provided 
with a scholarship to advance my studies at a Europe-
an institution.  Not only was I able to develop my 
German language skills and work through a number 
of texts significant to my studies, but there was 
enough money left over for my young family and me 
to travel south to Italy.  My wife, our two eldest sons, 
and I spent the Triduum and the first several days of 
Easter in Rome—eight days in all.  When I see the 
pictures from that trip, I’m always surprised at how 
distant it all appears, because, when I enter the halls 
of my own memory, so much I find there is still fresh:  
the thrill of hearing the Holy Father addressing the 
faithful on the Wednesday audience of Holy Week, 
grasping the significance of Raphael’s two most fa-
mous paintings facing each other in the Vatican Mu-
seums, marveling at the sheer immensity of St. Pe-
ter’s, and a thousand other experiences impossible to 
describe adequately.  I suppose this reveals one of the 
reasons why Rome matters:  no amount of study can 
come anywhere close to standing in for the real thing.  
One needs to be in Rome to understand Rome in any-
thing approaching a full sense, just as one needs a lab 
to really make sense of what one studies in a biology 
course.  
 

—continued on page 5 
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Three hundred years ago, it was common for young 
men of means from America and Europe to take time 
out of their formal education and embark upon an 
enriching journey known as the Grand Tour.  In this 
important phase of their upbringing and coming of 
age, they would travel across the European continent 
and spend a considerable amount of time in Italy in 
the hopes of experiencing the rich culture left behind 
by classical antiquity and the Renaissance. This jour-
ney served as the prized educational rite of passage 
before entrance to the professional world.  
 
Like those young men of the 17th and 18th centuries 
on their Grand Tour, I had the opportunity to experi-
ence the roots of Western Civilization and expand my 
own horizons in the years preceding my own profes-
sional career.  My personal journey included taking in 
the beauty of the Sistine Chapel in Rome, walking 
through the great corridors and rooms of the Uffizi 
Gallery in Florence, and absorbing the rich history 
within the Roman Forum, the temples in Paestum, 
and the preserved city of Pompeii.  As I took this 
journey, step by step, I could feel my mind awaken in 
ways I had not imagined. I now see beyond my prior 
horizons with a broader perspective of the world. This 
rite of passage gave me immensely useful tools for 
my future career in the business world. 
 
One of the most essential aspects of this mental 
growth is immersion in foreign cultures. Experiencing 
so many cultures over the course of a few short 
months stimulates the mind and thrills the senses. 
From the friendly Italians and Greeks to the jolly Irish 
and stern Germans, I experienced a broad spectrum of 
how people interact and live. St. Augustine once said, 
“The world is a book and those who do not travel 

read only one page.” How can a business person enter 
the world if he only grasps a sliver of the world’s 
infinite markets, demographics, and peoples? From 
starting a new business at home to climbing the cor-
porate ladder in a big city, those who travel have an 
advantage in the business world. Their understanding 
of foreign cultures stokes ambition and stimulates 
creativity. St. Augustine may not have been a busi-
ness person, but I agree with him that traveling devel-
ops one in areas he never knew existed. 
 
The great novelist James Michener pushed the im-
portance of travel further when he said, “If you reject 
the food, ignore the customs, fear the religion and 
avoid the people, you better stay at home.” Business 
revolves around understanding and satisfying the cli-
entele. To better one’s understanding of the needs and 
desires of people, one must experience other cultures 
and ways of living. Michener’s stark advice makes it 
clear that one must break out of one’s comfort zone to 
discover new opportunities and areas in which the 
clientele may be satisfied.  
 
The UD Rome Program does not offer business, eco-
nomics, or finance classes. Instead, we learn about 
ancient armies and cultures, old literature, the early 
Church, and famous paintings and sculptures. Yet, 
experiencing and learning about past and present Eu-
rope gave me tremendous knowledge that will help 
me throughout my life and career. One of the most 
valuable skills I learned is how to get things done. 
The most difficult and stressful part of the semester is 
not having sufficient time to write papers and study 
for exams. It is not uncommon to have an exam on 
the Monday and another on the following day after 
traveling around Europe the entire weekend. With 
these exams worth one-third of the class grade, one 
night of studying is not enough. It is up to the student 
to cram wherever possible—on planes, trains, and in 
coffee shops. Despite the odds, one’s performance 
hinges on one’s ability to bear down and focus.  That 
brings to mind another lesson I learned on my Grand 
Tour: how to stay calm under pressure. Every Rome 
student knows the stress of traveling all too well. 
“Romers” have all experienced being in a foreign 
country with an unknown language, at a huge train 
station with their train departing in five minutes. 
Missing that train or not is not the point. Keeping 
calm and positive in the situation is the life-lesson. 
These difficulties are not fun in the moment, but they 
build on one another and ultimately prove one’s per-
severance and work ethic.  
 
As a business major who learned indispensable life 
lessons abroad, I cannot agree more with St. Augus-
tine, James Michener and indeed the founders of UD 
Rome’s Rome Program: informed and purposeful 
traveling develops one beyond oneself. The personal 
growth is immensely valuable and will enhance one’s 
professional life no matter the career path one takes. 
There is a reason the Grand Tour was essential to 
western society for centuries. A person must see be-
yond his or her narrow perspective before passing 
into the next phase of life and making a difference in 
the professional world. 
  

Max Allen overlooking Florence on the Northern Italy Trip 

Max Allen, Business Major and Fall 
2015 UD Rome Student 
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Next Time You’re in Rome: 
Three Churches and Three Fountains for Three 

Saints at the Abbey of  Tre Fontane 

The apostle St. Paul of Tarsus was martyred for the 
faith on June 29th of the year 67 A.D. during the reign 
of Rome’s unstable emperor Nero.  Different tradi-
tions speak about the place and circumstances of this 
saint’s heroic death.  Was St. Paul bound to a marble 
column or tied to a pine tree at his last hour?  Did the 
murder take place at a site nearby the ancient Basilica 
of St. Paul Outside the Walls or down the road in a 
neighborhood known as Aquae Salviae?  After his 
brutal decapitation, did St. Paul’s head fall to the 
ground and bounce three times, each bounce then 
producing a miraculous spring of fresh water?  This 
last tradition of the three bounces and three springs is 
associated specifically with L’Abbazie delle Tre Fon-
tana (“The Abbey of Three Fountains”), once identi-
fied with the area of Aquae Salviae and now a Trap-
pist monastic complex that is one of Rome’s most 
peaceful, inspiring, and historic religious sites.  This 
is a must-see destination next time you are in the 
Eternal City. 
 
History, tradition and physical evidence combine to 
make Tre Fontane the most likely place for St. Paul’s 
martyrdom.  Resolving this question in absolute 
terms, however, is perhaps less important than realiz-
ing that for almost two millennia Christians have 
gravitated to this special place to walk in the footsteps 
of both St. Paul and later saints who left their eternal 
footprint and memory here.  University of Dallas 
Rome students come to Tre Fontane almost every 
semester, be it for an academic field trip or an option-
al tour led by UD Rome’s religious life staff.  Most 
come away from their visit with one very clear idea in 
mind: Tre Fontane does not set out to convince visi-
tors that its status in the history of the church is on par 
with that of such monumental sites as the Basilica of 
St. Peter’s and the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, and yet it somehow it manages to convey a 
quiet aura of grandeur nonetheless.  Not only is St. 
Paul associated with Tre Fontane, but also the Holy 
Roman Emperor Charlemagne, St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux, and a less known if still extraordinary figure by 
the name of St. Theodore of Tarsus. 
 
An archaeological hoard of coins and pine cones from 
the days of Nero are what remains of the very earliest 
commemoration of St. Paul at Tre Fontane.  These 
objects were probably the gifts of the first religious 
pilgrims to the site, left there in homage to St. Paul 
shortly after his death and attesting to the tradition of 
his having been bound to a pine tree at the time of his 
martyrdom.  A Christian cemetery emerged near Tre 
Fontane by the year 200 A.D., along with a shrine to 
St. Paul about the same time.  By 400 A.D. or so, the 
original core of today’s Church of St. Paul was finally  

erected on top of the Pauline shrine.  This church, one 
of three on the premises of Tre Fontane, has three 
fountains integrated into its architectural frame and 
also preserves the remnants of an ancient column, 
said to be the one to which St. Paul was bound at the 
time of his martyrdom. 
 
As Early Christianity gave way to the Middle Ages 
the reputation of Tre Fontane as a special place, dear 
to saints, grew with time. The relics of over 10,000 
martyrs from the 298 A.D. persecutions of Diocletian 
are said to have been preserved within the founda-
tions of a second building, the small Chapel of Mary.  
St. Paul is said to have spent the last weeks of his life 
imprisoned in what is now the crypt of this very chap-
el.  And it was here also—centuries later—that the 
illustrious French Cistercian, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
(1090-1154 A.D.), reportedly had a divine vision of 
souls making their way from purgatory up a ladder to 
heaven. Cistercian influence at Tre Fontane began in 
the age of Bernard and continues today with the Order 
of the Cistercians of Strict Observance, or Trappists.   
 
For most of the thousand years between its first iden-
tification with St. Paul and its pinnacle of fame under 
St. Bernard, Tre Fontane was a thriving monastic 
community.  By about 650 A.D. it was home to a 
community of Greek monks in flight from ruthless 
Persian and Muslim armies sacking the East, and later 
the Benedictines took it over.  The Greek monks 
brought a prestigious relic of the neomartyr St. Ana-
stasios the Persian (ob. 628 A.D.) with them and in 
turn founded a third major church on the Tre Fontane 
complex to house it, the Church of St. Anastasios, 
now called the Church of V incent and Anastasios.   

 
—continued on page 5 

Dr. Peter Hatlie, Dean, Director, VP and Professor of  Classics, UD Rome 

Interior of the Church of Vincent and Anastasios 
at L’Abbazie delle Tre Fontanne 
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Now in its 46th year of operation, the University of 
Dallas Eugene Constantin Rome Program continues 
to fulfill its promise of offering UD students a trans-
formative personal, religious and educational experi-
ence in Rome, one of the most beautiful, historic and 
religiously significant cities of the world. However, 
over 20 years have passed since the University has 
made significant investments in Rome.  Just 
launched, the UD Rome Expansion and Renewal Plan 
aims to add much needed building space and facilities 
to the UD Rome Campus in order that it might contin-
ue to meet the promise and expectations of its future 
students. 
 
Until 1994, UD Rome students lived in rented accom-
modations located here and there on the outskirts of 
Rome, where the education on offer was superb but 
amenities and facilities meager.  Since opening its 
own facility in fall 1994, UD-Rome has enjoyed the 
best of all worlds.  In addition to receiving a superb 
education from people who know and love Rome, 
students benefit from the stability, support, personal 
care, resources and family environment of a self-
owned and operated facility.  By buying and running 
its own facility, UD also joined an exclusive club of 
universities with superior study abroad programs in 
Italy, including Notre Dame, NYU, Harvard, Johns 
Hopkins and University of Loyola in Chicago. 
 
Approximately 9,000 students have attended UD 
Rome program since its foundation in 1970.  Of 
these, roughly 5000 have studied at the Eugene Con-
stantin Campus since 1994.  Because of its distin-
guished teachers, dedicated staff, great facilities, su-
perb programs, and enthusiastic students, UD Rome 
is consistently ranked as one of America’s top study-
abroad programs.   

Strategically, UD Rome also plays an essential role in 
the University’s mission to attract excellent students, 
to strengthen its national and international reputation, 
to confirm alumni interest and commitment, and to 
flourish as an institution. 
 
The present Expansion and Renewal Plan sets out to 
expand and improve the Rome Campus in the follow-
ing six ways: 
 
Dormitory:  An annex with six additional air -

conditioned rooms, each with two (or three) beds 
and one with handicap facilities, will be added. 

Mensa:  An annex with 20 more seats along with 
expanded kitchen and service areas will be add-
ed. 

Villa:  An annex with two new apar tments, each 
with two bedrooms, will be added. 

Athletic Facilities:  The cur rent soccer  field and 
tennis court will be relocated to the vineyard and 
outfitted with better surfaces, lighting and equip-
ment. 

Storage:  Two underground dry storage areas will 
be created under the new villa and dorm annexes 

Plant Improvements:  Out-of-date diesel oil heating 
and hot water units in the dorm will be replaced 
with modern, energy efficient electrical ones, and 
the Aula Magna and Mensa will be outfitted with 
air-conditioning. 

 
Current estimated costs for the total project are $1.2 
million.  A fundraising campaign in support of this 
UD Rome Expansion and Renewal Plan will officially 
be announced and launched in April 2016. 

The UD Rome Expansion and Renewal Plan 

Rendering of the interior of the new wing of UD Rome’s Mensa  
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—Why Rome Matters continued from page 1 
 
But why does Rome matter for the University of Dal-
las?  The University of Dallas exists for the sake of 
the education it provides its students.  What is educa-
tion?  In essence, education is the transmission of 
culture to a new generation.  Of course we seek, in 
providing an education, to inculcate in our students 
those habits of mind, those intellectual virtues, which 
will enable them to lead thoughtful and meaningful 
lives, but note that disciplined instruction in the intel-
lectual virtues is part and parcel to what is implied in 
the transmission of culture.  So too are disciplined 
instruction in particular majors, innovative reflec-
tions, artistic creations, divine liturgies, and recrea-
tional activities parts of the transmission of culture.  
We seek to orient our students toward the good, true, 
and beautiful, and to do that we need to, as Plato em-
phasizes at the beginning of Book VII of the Repub-
lic, properly orient not just the mind but the whole 
person.  That orientation is accomplished first and 
foremost through our Core Curriculum, and our Core 
Curriculum does not stand alone, independent of the 
Western and Catholic tradition it manifests, but rather 
is a fully enfleshed reality in which professors and 
students combine their efforts as a community of 
learners. 
 
This is why Rome is significant to our education at 
the University of Dallas.  Rome is at the heart of the 
culture we hand over to our students, it is the core of 
our tradition historically, artistically, geopolitically, 
and religiously.  The education our students share in 
on the Rome campus and its various excursions pro-
vides, then, nothing less than the core of our Core 
Curriculum.  Ultimately, one needs to wrestle with 
and make sense of Rome because one needs to under-
stand Rome to understand the West, and one needs to 
understand the West to make sense of oneself, for 
one’s self is no mere individual but rather a one-with-
others whose own story is unintelligible if ripped 
from the interwoven narratives of our common tradi-
tion.  The culture our students are formed in is cer-
tainly a culture of ideas, but those ideas have and con-
tinue to take physical and institutional shape in Rome, 
and from there are circulated to the ends of the earth; 
verily, even deep into the heart of Texas. 

—Tre Fontane continued from page  3 
 
The fame of this community was such that even the 
Holy Roman Emperor Charlemagne (c. 748-814 
A.D.) gave a series of gifts to the abbey, reportedly in 
thanks for the miraculous assistance he received from 
the icon of Anastasios during his difficult campaigns 
to bring the Italic peninsula under his control. 
 
Besides the relic of Anastasios, Charlemagne’s inter-
est in Tre Fontane may have had something to do 
with its reputation for learning and church leadership.  
One figure who epitomized this feature of the abbey 
was St. Theodore of Tarsus (602-90 A.D), a Byzan-
tine Greek by birth who spent as many as 20 years in 
residence before being sent to England to serve as its 
recently established Archbishop of Canterbury.  
Bede´s Ecclesiastical History of the English People 
praises Theodore as having done more for the English 
Church than anyone had in its first six hundred years.  
Among other things, he is credited with helping 
launch the so-called Canterbury School, an institute 
of higher clerical education that encouraged the study 
of Greek and Latin along with introducing a liberal 
arts curriculum to England.  A well-reputed theologi-
an and writer himself, Theodore is venerated in no 
less than three churches—the Roman Catholic, Ortho-
dox and Anglican. 
 
Theodore of Tarsus is a superb example of how Tre 
Fontane, like Rome itself, is an immense gift to hu-
manity—a gift that century after century has just kept 
on giving.  Evil and cruel indifference plunged the 
head of St. Paul to the ground in a pool of martyr’s 
blood, three deafening bounces of St. Paul’s head 
followed within seconds, and from this unspeakable 
tragedy three life-giving fountains, three glorious 
churches, three prominent saints and the thrice-
sainted Theodore will emerge over the centuries.  
This mysterious and repeating pattern of trinities 
alone recommends a visit. 
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Dr. J.J. Sanford and family at the  
Castel Sant’Angelo in Rome in 2000 
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Plaque marking site of St. Paul’s martyrdom 
in the Church of St. Paul at Tre Fontane 
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Excavations at the Ancient Site of  Gabii 

For the last seven years an international team of 
Americans and Italians has been excavating at the 
ancient site of Gabii, located just 11 miles east of 
Rome. I am proud to have been a part of this team 
since the beginning of the excavation project, work-
ing as a dedicated staff member of the Topography 
Team. Over the years it has been my pleasure to in-
vite my students to participate with me on this pro-
ject, and this year a number of University of Dallas 
students have already begun applying to join us in the 
field school at Gabii, run through the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor. Given that Michigan has 
particular strengths in this area that UD does not, this 
is a great opportunity for UD students to capitalize 
upon their Rome Program experiences in order to 
develop a new specialty and interests that would oth-
erwise be difficult to obtain.  We are eager to wel-
come them and teach them about the history of this 
ancient site. They will also learn about all the various 
aspects of an archaeological project, and they will 
experience the joys of hard work and discovery out in 
the field. 
 
Gabii was one of the largest cities in the region of 
Latium in antiquity, and its origins date to the same 
time as the foundations of Rome. Archaeological evi-
dence shows that Gabii was occupied from the 10th 
century BC until at least the 2nd or 3rd century AD, 
when it began to decline before eventually being 
abandoned. Ancient authors provide interesting infor-
mation about Gabii. The Roman poet Vergil tells us 
that Gabii was founded by the Latin kings of Alba 
Longa, who would have set out from right near the 
Due Santi campus. The historian Plutarch relates the 
legend that Romulus and Remus, the founders of 
Rome, were raised by the shepherd Faustulus in Ga-
bii. He tells us that it was at Gabii that they learned to 
read and write and to fight using Greek weapons. The 
earliest Greek inscription ever found in Italy, dating 
to the first quarter of the 8th century BC, comes from 
the burial site of Osteria dell’Osa that was linked with 
Gabii. This suggests that there was certainly Greek 
influence at the site at the time that the legend of  

Romulus and Remus is set, even if it can’t prove Plu-
tarch’s version of the story. The historical sources 
also tell us that as Rome began to expand into Latium 
it struck the foedus Gabinum with Gabii. This agree-
ment was the earliest treaty based on equal terms that 
Rome ever issued between itself and another city. 
 
Our team is one of a number of groups currently ex-
cavating at the site, and we are particularly interested 
in discovering more about the city in its heyday in the 
Republican period, between 509 BC and 27 BC. We 
are also gathering important information on the period 
between 1000 and 500 BC, when cities were first be-
ginning to form on the Italian peninsula. Gabii pro-
vides a unique opportunity to explore questions about 
the origins of Italian cities and their changing layout 
in the Republican period because, unlike Rome, it 
stopped growing and became abandoned after the 3rd 
century AD. This means that the material remains that 
can tell us about how these ancient people created and 
organized their city, and how they lived their daily 
lives, lie just below the ground surface and in many 
cases have not been disturbed by later activity. This is 
very different from the case of Rome, where continu-
ous habitation up to the present day has made it quite 
difficult to access some of the earliest remains of the 
city and its foundations. 
 
Some of the most exciting finds that we have made 
during the years have made important contributions to 
the field of Italian archaeology and to our understand-
ing of ancient Italian cities. We have discovered an 
orthogonal street grid, with the roads laid out at right 
angles to each other. This is so far the earliest in-
stance of this kind of gridding in the entire region of 
Latium. We have also discovered a series of elite 
houses dating from the 8th to 6th centuries BC, with 
associated infant burials containing very rich ceramic 
and metal grave goods. A few years ago we discov-
ered the largest mid-Republican public building com-
plex ever found in Italy, and some of the most com-
plete mid-Republican elite houses in the world. These 
very notable findings have led to an article on our 
project in the New Y ork Times and to Gabii being 
included in Archaeology Magazine’s Top Ten Discov-
eries of 2013. 
 
Students working at the project this summer can ex-
pect another year of great discoveries. As they un-
earth the architecture and tombs, and excavate ceram-
ics, glass, coins, loom weights and other objects, they 
will discover a new way of understanding the world 
of ancient Gabii and the people who lived there. 
Through hands-on experience they will have the op-
portunity to apply what they have learned in the class-
room at UD to an ongoing research project, and to 
make valuable contributions to our knowledge of the 
world of ancient Italy. You can follow our progress at 
http://gabiiproject.org. Students and staff excavate part of a terraced structure (walls and 

floors) at Gabii, photo courtesy of the Gabii Project 

Dr. Elizabeth Robinson, Affiliate Assistant Professor of  Art, UD Rome 
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Greece, but such experiences in these places of origin 
certainly help attune our listening and seeing. Many 
moments during the semester have provided opportu-
nities for transfiguration. I have watched with joy as 
students – mouths agape – explore the grandeur of St. 
Peter’s Basilica for the first time, marvel at Bernini’s 
masterpieces at the Villa Borghese and engage in 
lively debate as to which is the most impressive 
(definitely Apollo and Daphne, in my opinion), and 
revel in the spectacular view from Mount Parnassus. 
Returning as a husband, father, and professor, some 
of the most meaningful moments for me have been 
praying before the relics of my patron, St. Andrew, in 
Patras, reflecting with colleagues upon the stairway of 
gruesome memento mori frescos at Subiaco, appreci-
ating with students the simplicity of St. Francis’ 
Church of San Damiano, and reading a children’s 
version of the Odyssey with my son in preparation for 
our Greece visit.  
 
Through all these experiences, God gradually calls us 
to Himself: He calls us home and in the process trans-
figures us – changing us into the best image of Him-
self that we can be. Finding home after a transforma-
tive journey is what the Odyssey is about. It is what 
St. Augustine’s Confessions is about. A man leaves 
his place of origin, ventures into the world, and strug-
gles to find his way back home while growing in the 
process. On Ithaka, Odysseus is welcomed home by 
the embrace of faithful Penelope. While in Milan, 
Augustine is welcomed home by the embrace of 
mother Church (and his own mother, not incidental-
ly!). In Rome, we, too, are embraced by mother 
Church, drawn in by the arms of Bernini’s colonnades 
in St. Peter’s Square, and welcomed home with each 
visit.   
 
This journey home is a process. Transfiguration is a 
process. It’s not immediate and does not end after we 
leave Due Santi – these experiences are another be-
ginning. As I tell my students, they will continue to 
unpack the significance of their Rome experience for 
the rest of their lives, just as I continue to do.   
 
So, why are we here? We are becoming transfigured. 
We are being called closer to God. We are journeying 
towards home. Like St. Peter, we can call out: Lord, it 
is indeed good that we are here! 

“Is that Ithaka over there?” the bright-eyed Fall 
Romer called to me as he approached from the other 
side of the ferry’s windy upper deck. “Yeah, that’s 
it.” I replied with a smile. It had been over fifteen 
years since, as a UD Romer atop a similar Superfast 
ferry, I had last laid eyes on Odysseus’ homeland. 
The student’s enthusiasm reflected my own as he 
greeted my response with a celebratory fist-pump in 
the air, exclaiming “Finally!” (This is the response 
Odysseus himself might have given upon seeing his 
home from afar, if he hadn’t been asleep upon arri-
val). But, why all this excitement? Why would a 
young business major and a slightly-older theology 
professor get emotional about catching a glimpse of a 
small craggy island off the coast of Greece? Why did 
we care? Why were we here?  
 
I often return to this question as I reflect on the last 
eight months spent teaching and traveling with stu-
dents and colleagues as part of the UD Rome Pro-
gram. Both my wife, Emily, and I were students in 
the Rome Program back in the Spring of 2000, and 
now we have returned – amazingly for another Jubi-
lee Year – this time married, with two young sons. 
Why? Why are we here, again?  
 
Every time I pose this question to myself, as a biblical 
scholar, I recall St. Peter’s words at the Transfigura-
tion. At the top of a mountain, Peter, James, and John 
see Jesus’ appearance change before them. His face 
shines like the sun and his garments appear dazzling 
white as he converses with the prophets Moses and 
Elijah. Overcome by what he sees, impetuous Peter, 
without fully realizing the significance of his own 
words, exclaims: “Lord, it is good that we are here.” 
 
A mosaic depicting this event hangs in our chapel on 
the Rome campus. At the Rome send-off dinner last 
Spring, Dr. John Norris gave an insightful talk in 
which he evoked the Transfiguration and this very 
mosaic. He challenged both the students and faculty 
alike to reflect on this event and contemplate how our 
experience as part of the Rome program would be a 
time of transfiguration. 
 
In revisiting my cultural and educational roots 
through the UD Rome Program, I continue to be 
transfigured. Returning to the centers of Western 
thought and re-reading classic theological texts such 
as St. Augustine’s Confessions has opened up for me 
possibilities for self-discovery, friendship with others, 
and communion with God. It’s not that we can only 
be transfigured through time spent in Italy and  
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Rome again, Rome 
again: “It is good that 

we are here.” 
Dr. Andrew Glicksman, Assistant 
Professor of  Theology, UD Rome 

The Glicksman family at Due Santi on Easter 2016 
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The Margherita that is not a Pizza: In Search of  
Mexican Food on the Streets of  Rome 

Vallery Bergez, Rome Resident Coordinator 
One of the most attractive and satisfying aspects of 
Italian culture is its cuisine. Staring at menus with 
lists of pastas that have three different types of chees-
es, crispy pancetta, the aromatic tartufo mushroom, or 
maybe even some slithering anchovies is thrilling.  
Then the day comes when you find yourself at a 
charming pizzeria feeling somehow lost.  And as you 
sluggishly browse the pages of endless types of piz-
zas, you see the word “margherita.” Within a split 
second, your mind is transported to your favorite hole
-in-the-wall Mexican restaurants back home, and you 
can almost taste the salt on the glass and hear the cu-
caracha. Alas, you need your fix, but you’re in Rome 
… in Italy … in Europe. What do you do? Having 
had this experience personally, UD Rome’s Resident 
Coordinators Ivanna Bond, Joseph Hrbacek, Mike 
Pitstick, and I went on a tour of Rome’s best Mexican 
restaurants in hopes of reconnecting with our food 
roots. 
 
At the very start of our mission, we learned that 
American expatriates are prone to search for the spicy 
foods of Mexico when abroad.  For many, that quest 
is both epic and an epidemic.  At La Cucaracha 
(http://www.lacucaracha.it/), for example, we sat next 
to two American priests who, blushing just a bit, con-
fessed that they ate there often.  The world of beef 
burritos obviously becomes a small one in a place like 
Rome, where big appetites and so few choices bring 
Americans together in places like La Cucaracha.  We 
also learned that even when the restaurant owners are 
Mexican, that in itself is no guarantee of that you’ll 
really get authentic Mexican food.  Our idea of na-
chos as a plate of chips laden with melty cheese is 
different from theirs, where chips without cheese was 
somehow standard.  Was this a Mexican regional dif-
ference perhaps?  Ignorance?  Italian cheese strike?  
Theft?  Who knows?  At La Taqueria (http://
www.lataqueria.it/), at any rate, we finally found the 
kind of nachos with generous heaps of yummy 
cheesed chips that you fight over and sometimes steal 
when no one is looking.  Not surprisingly, there were 
even more Americans in this place. 

Discovering that Mexican restaurants in Rome are a 
sure way to meet other Americans was amusing, but 
possibly more amusing was noticing the ways that 
these restaurants could not resist being Italian.  Puerto  
Mexico (http://www.puertomexico.it/) took the trou-
ble to list its opening hours on line.  But then, in typi-
cal Italian fashion, the restaurant turned out to be 
closed when we arrived.  Their Italian hospitality 
came through in the end, though, when they let us 
come inside to have some drinks and chips with gua-
camole before our meal.  La Taqueria had an even 
funnier way of blending the Mexican and Italian cul-
tures.   The place was so packed one Saturday night 
that we couldn’t get a table.  But to our great fortune, 
when we returned for lunch a couple days later, we 
were told that weekday lunches include free water 
(how American!) and free espresso (how quintessen-
tially Italian!).  
 
The Italo-Mexican nature of things came out in the 
ambiance and food as well. La Cucaracha, for exam-
ple, had rich Mexican décor, but their food and drinks 
were a bit more suited to bland Italian taste buds than 
fiery American ones.  Puerto Mexico was a step up 
from La Cucaracha in atmosphere and overall dining 
experience.  Although a bit pricy because of its loca-
tion in the trendy Trastevere neighborhood, Puerto 
Mexico served more authentic food and drinks. The 
margaritas were much closer to American-Mexican 
margaritas than any other bar in Rome, where lime-
flavored syrup is typically substituted for fresh lime 
juice. The guacamole was also especially delicious. It 
makes you wonder whether the owners of Puerto 
Mexico “know a guy” who has cornered the market 
on good limes and avocados, selling only to this res-
taurant at a high price.  Rome is full of such mysteries 
when it comes to the supply of specialty foods so it 
probably makes sense that this is the law of the land 
in Rome’s Mexico, too. 
 
When all was said and done, our feeling was that 
Rome’s best Mexican food at the best price as at La 
Taqueria. This restaurant classifies itself as a purvey-
or of “Mexican street-food,” which is every young 
American’s dream. It has this Southern California 
vibe, with its lime green and bright blue tables and 
chairs, the plethora of bananas hanging from the ceil-
ing, and the red plastic baskets in which the food is 
served. It may not be as upscale as the other restau-
rants in terms of décor, and the food is more basic 
(i.e. no free side dishes), but it’s fresh, flavorful, 
cheap, and has the best guacamole around.  
 
Was this tour of Rome’s Mexican restaurant worth 
the trouble?  Sure it was, for anyone with an open 
mind, an empty stomach, and a lonely heart for the 
five-star cuisine of a certain Lone Star State. 

Rome Resident Coordinators Ivanna Bond and Vallery Bergez 
getting ready to enjoy la comida at La Cucaracha 
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